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The Sahelian region of Africa finds 
itself challenged from multiple 
angles and across different scales. 
The region exhibits extremely rapid 
population growth, is grappling with 
the negative effects of climate change 
on extremely fragile agricultural 
systems, and has been swept in 
recent years by political instability 
and violence. These factors have 
produced unforeseen shifts in 
resources, livelihoods, and 
population movements. This 
symposium aims to provide an 
assessment of these challenges, 
while critically examining competing 
views and explanations about 
current trends. The purpose is to 
provide a sound basis from which we 
can better understand the region’s 
prospects, and identify options for 
action.


