
 

  

  

The Sahel Research Group at the University of Florida is a collaborative effort to understand the political, social, economic and 

cultural dynamics of the countries of the West African Sahel. Our focus is primarily on the six Francophone countries of the 

region—Senegal, Mauritania, Mali, Burkina Faso, Niger and Chad. We are also interested in developments in neighboring 

countries, to the north and south, whose dynamics frequently intersect with those of the Sahel. The Sahel Research Group 

brings together faculty and graduate students from various disciplines at the University of Florida, in collaboration with 

colleagues from the region. 
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Alisha Graves leads strategy, development and advocacy efforts for The 

OASIS Initiative. She completed her MPH in International Maternal and 

Child Health at the UC Berkeley School of Public Health. She worked for six 

years as Senior Program Manager for a non-profit organization. She has 

worked across seven countries in Sub-Saharan Africa and Southeast Asia 



 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Leonardo A. Villalón, coordinator of the Sahel 

Research Group, is Dean of the International 

Center and Professor of Political Science and 

African Studies at the University of Florida. 

From 2002-2011 he served as director of the 

university’s Center for African Studies. 

 


