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“This is an important book because it collects together valuable lessons 
from a number of understudied countries and connects them to key 
debates within the literature on democratization and African studies. The 
fact that the introduction integrates the insights from the different 
chapters into a helpful conceptual framework means that it stands above 
most edited collections and should be considered essential reading.”  
—Nic Cheeseman, University of Birmingham and author of 
Democracy in Africa 
 

“This important volume traces the politics of democracy and 

constitutional reform in some of Africa's most complex, fragile, and 

strategically-significant states. In West African Sahelian countries, Islam 

and politics merge in a myriad of ways to shape state resilience and 

decline. On the impact of democratization reforms, the authors provide 

sobering analyses of the power of unintended consequences and ill-

considered external interventions. A unique and powerful achievement 

that goes very far in helping scholars and policy-makers understand this 

critical region.”— Catherine Boone, London School of Economics 

 

ABOUT THIS BOOK 
Long on the periphery of both academic research and international attention, the countries of the West African Sahel 

currently find themselves at the center of global concerns over security, terrorism, migration, and conflict. Since the 

early 1990s the Sahelian states have also been engaged in political struggles over the construction of democratic 

institutions. Edited by Leonardo A. Villalón and Abdourahmane Idrissa, Democratic Struggle, Institutional Reform, and 

State Resilience in the African Sahel addresses a key and little-studied question: How have the politics of democratization 

across the Francophone Sahel shaped processes of state-building, and with what effects on the resilience of state 

institutions? Starting from the premise that variation in the politics of institution building and institutional reform—

although most frequently justified and debated in terms of democratization—have differing impact on the 

construction of resilient states , this book examines these processes in six francophone states of the Sahel: Senegal, 

Mauritania, Mali, Burkina Faso, Niger, and Chad. The contributors represent a set of distinguished scholars from 

across the region, many of whom have also been important actors in the struggles they analyze.  

 
ABOUT THE EDITORS 
Leonardo A. Villalón is professor of African politics at the University of Florida. Rahmane Idrissa is senior 
researcher in the African Studies Centre at the University of Leiden.  
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